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misrepresentations which may be made of it, either as
an artifice of ostentation or the effect of corrupt influ-
ence, by assuring you that the money, by whatever
means it came into my possession, was not my own,
that I had myself no right to it, nor would or could
have received it but for the occasion which prompt-
ed me to avail myself of the accidental means which
were at that instant afforded me of accepting and
converting it to the property and use of the Com-
pany : and with this brief apology I shall dismiss the
subject."

The apology is brief indeed, considering the nature
of the transaction; and what is more material than
its length or its shortness, it is in all points unsatis-
factory. The matter becomes, if possible, more ob-
scure by his explanation. Here was money received
by Mr. Hastings, which, according to his own judg-
ment, he had no right to receive; it was money
which, " but for the occasion that prompted him, he
could not have accepted "; it was money which came
into his, and from his into the Company's hands, by
ways and means undescribed, and from persons un-
named: yet, though apprehensive of false conclu-
sions and purposed misrepresentations, he gives his
employers no insight whatsoever into a matter which
of all others stood in the greatest need of a full and
clear elucidation.

Although he chooses to omit this essential point,
lie expresses the most anxious solicitude to clear
himself of the charges that might be made against
him, of the artifices of ostentation, and of corrupt
influence. To discover, if possible, the ground for
apprehending such imputations, your Committee ad-
verted to the circumstances in which he stood at the